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PD N the wa of Zerobabel, - 

943 Hittite, being the Firſt, of the 
WY Month N ian, and. i in the One 
hundred and Sixty-third Year 
alter. the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem by Nebs- | 
chadnezzar the Mirian, there came unto the |, | 
City of the Lord, a mighty Man from the . 
North, He was by the Head and Shoulders ll 
taller than Any Perſon throughout all Iſrael, 
and his ST AF, which he always bare 2. 
right, was equal in Bigneſs unto a Weaver's 


Beam, Thus armed, he appeared in the 
B King 8 


121 
Kung Preſence, who ſaid unto him, Who 


art thou? And he replied and faid, Jam fe 


. N 


al the Helronite, come to bear rule ov er 


thee and over thy Houſehold, for the Lord hath 


ſent me; but the King mocked at his Words 


as of one beſide himſelf, for he wiſt not at 


that Time who he was. Nevertheleſs there 
were ſome about the King's Perſon who told 
t unto the Women, and they ſtraightway 


reported it unto Bathſheba the Hittite, who 


was a Widow, and a Mourner in * Ling $ 
Houſchold. eee i, 
Now ſhe being ſmitten with the Fame of 
the Man, and deſirous of knowing whether 
thoſe Things which they reported of him 
were true, ſent one privily to him, who 
ſhould command him to repair unto her 
Palace on the Morrow. And when the Meſ- 
ſenger came, he found him alone muling in 
His Tent, and ruminating on the Means to 
recommend himſelf unto the King's Notice. 
Such was the State of Giſba] the Hebronite,! 
when the Meſſenger who had been ſent unto 
him ſtobd before him; and he bowed, and 
ſaid, I am 75 cho, the Son of Arcad the Sect, ; 


my 


[3] 

my Bufineſs is to wait on the King's Daugh- 
ter; who hearing of thy Fame; hath com- 
niande&meto repair unto thee, and tell thee, 
that ſhe. ex pects thy Attendance on the Mor- 
row; for much the Report of thy gigantiek 
Stature hath moved her, and thy upright Staff 
equal in Bigneſs to a Weaver's Beam. Haf- 
ten then, mighty Son of Hebron, to the Prin- 
ceſs; for great are the - Honours that this 
Day await thee, 


Tnus ſpake Tiſeba the Son of Accad — 
Seer, and to him thus replied Giſhal, t 
Chief: Thy. Words are as Honey to my 
Mouth, yea even as fine Oil unto my Lips; 
when the Day ſhall come (for well I wot 
that it ſhall hereafter arrive) wherein my; 
Head ſhall be; lifted up above thoſe of aye 
Fellow-Servants, then thall this Kindueſs be 
repaid unto thee ſeven- fold, yea thine own 
{elf thalt taſte of the Bleſſing, and thy Head 
alſo be raiſed above the reſt of thy F ellow - 
Servants. At, theſe Words Accad left him, 
and returned to Ba/łſbeba, unto, whom he 
reported what he had done ; and the T hing 


pleaſed her exceedingly, and ſhe waited with 
Impatience for the Morrow. Now 


L4] 

Now it came to paſs that on the Mor- 
row, ere Kyening-Tide was yet began, that 

the Princeſs, arrayed in gorgeous Apparel, 
Waited the Coming of the Hebronite. Her 
Veſtments were of fine Silk and Needle-' 
work, and on her Head was placed a Crown 
of pure Gold; her Damſels attended in 
Order round her, and in this State ſhe tar- 
' ried, his Coming. While they thus waited 
his Coming with Impatience, Giſhal -appear- 
cd on a ſudden before them; he appeared 
arrayed in all his Glory, and his Counte- 
nance was like that of the Sun when he ſhin- 
eth abroad on the Vallies of Judab; erect as 
a Spear was his Staff, and his Port that of a 
Warriour iſſuing forth to Battle. The Prin- 
ceſs marvelled at his Preſence, and without 
further Heſitation her Words thus gave Ut- 
terance to the Thoughts of her Heart. 


ſ 


O ! Chief, mighty in Stature, and in thy 
upright Staff, fay whence thou art, and what 
Cauſe it is that hath led thee to theſe Regi- 
ons ; for till this Day mine Eyes never be- 
held thee before, nor has the Fame of thy 
Proweſs reached mine Ears, Much have I 
KOs 44 1 heard 


[15] 
heard reported, indeed, concerning the va- 
liant Deeds of the Sons of Hebron, tor much 
they report of their own Doings; but till 
Yeſterday thy Name never reached mine 
Ears, though thy Staff and gigantick Size 
ſpeak thee more than human, «oy 

Gl 53 AL erduched and bowed how, thus 
falutin 98 Bat hſbeba with Honours meet: 
Thrice he eſſay ed to ſpeak, and thrice the 
faultering Accents died away on his Tongue. 
At length bis Words found Utterance, and 
he en ſpake adyiſedly with his Lips. 


O Princeſs, whoſe Renown has filled all 
the Land, thou who in Perſon art fairer 
than the Daughters of Women; liſten un- 
to the Words of my Mouth, and ponder 
well theſe Sayings in thine Heart, The bar- 
ren Mountains of Hebron have given me 
Birth, and my Fields are naked as the crag- 
gy Rock. From theſe Nature, which bids us 
all, bad me alſo fly; and I now ſeek for Re- 
fuge in thy Palace. While yet in my Cradle, 
ere my Mind had received its firſt Impreſ- 
fions, and the Dictates of Reaſon were 

* Strangers 


: 
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Strangers to my Breaſt, a cunning Woman 


foretold my Lot, and from my Mother to 


whom the foretold it, I learat the ä 
Tidings, 5551 Stan 


„ Cullp of Fortute (ſaid ſhe) born in 
the craggy Mountains of Hebron, thus the 
Fates bid me ſay: When, thy Sinews ſhall 
haye gathered Strength, and thy Arms be- 
come brawny | with the Might of thy, Mu- 
cles, then ſhall the Hour of thy Glory draw 
nigh, and Honour and Grandeur Hall for thy 
Approach. But haſten, my Son, haſten 
then to quit the barren Hills of Hebron, and 
thoſe rugged Mountains whoſe Tops are 
covered with eternal. Snow; on this Side of 
Jordan is no Welfare, no Portion. for the, 
Children of Hebron, but in the Land of Hem, 
Ariſe then quickly, thou and thy Wie, and 
thy Children, and paſs. over into the Valley 
of Judab, for there. ſhall ye find Comfort, 
and your Seed be i in Number as the, Sand 
on the Sea Shore. Mark well my, Words, 

and liſten unto the Inſtruction of my Lips: 
Let not thy Thoughts run after. Wiſdom, 
nor thy Heart ſeek to know Underſtand- 


ing; 


9. 

ing; for in an upright Kaff is more Power, 
and Words but fall ſhort of the Merit of a 
gigantick Size. In thete, place all thy Hopes 
of Happineſs, and by theſe alone expect to 
bear Sway: Cheriſh them then carefully, I 
charge thee, and let not the meaner Cares of 
Learning and Policy diſturb thy Mind: 
From Bathfheba, the Hittite, ſhalt thou and 
Protection, and her Love be unto thee | In 
the Place of all cheſe 1 e 


80 rake the "5 * Y ears ang Ex. 
perience, had rendered ſage; and thus the 
Chief "Ih the e * 3 


Mivaful of her "ei my ſole: Cake as 
been to cheriſh thoſe) badily Endowments 
Nature has given me, and my Mind is not 
expert in the craſty Ways of Men; but it 
Days of Pleaſure toucl thy Saul, if the Pe- 
lights of Love can nd a Flace in chin 
Heart, conſider more my upright Hf, and 
gigantick Stature, and let theſe be unto thee 
inſtead of found Wildomo:oo! t cid wot 1990] 
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Hxxs the Hebravite ended, and it pleaſed 
Bathſbebn well, and all her Servants; and the 
ſaid unto Giſbal,'My Palace and loſty Roof 
/be/'thine z// thine- be alſo the Care of my 


Houſabold: For well I ween, that in Man the 


beſt Quality is an upright Staff, and his Sta- 
ture that of a Hero of gigantick Size. Haſte 
thac then back again into thy own Coun- 


try, and take thy Children, - and thine 


Houſchold, and bring them unto me; and 1 
will give you the Good of the Land to live 
upon, and ye ſhall eat of the Fat thercof. 
Now thou art commanded, this do; take 
thee Waggons Out of the Land of Julab, 
and br ing up thy little ones, and thy Wife, 
and Relations, and come; alſo regard not 
your Stuff, for the Good of all. he Land 
of 2 e 1 713 E 
POR he did ke was comshilded, reals 
he: took him Waggons out of the Land of 


Fudab, and he ſet out on his Journey ; he 
alſo took with him Corn, and Bread, and 
Meat for his Houſehold by the Way, ſor in 
the Land of Hebron was there none to be 
had. And when he was come there, he 
told 


[9] 
told his Relations thoſt Things that had be- 
fallen him, and on hearing thereof they. re- 
Joiced with an 3 great Joy. 


* 


* 4 $1 59 v1 wo#t 

"Now the Fame of- theſe Tidings went 
Gus all the hilly Country, and in the 
Mountains of Hebron was there none: hke 
unts Gia for Glory: And behold] when 
the Time was come that they thould ſet out, 
he carried his Wife, and his Children, and 
his Relations, in the Waggons, and they 
took their Journcy unto Beer. Seba, which, 
in their Language, ſiguiſieth, e Place of 
Fy : From hence they roſe up ofthe Neor- 
row, and continued their Way in che Ways 
gons; Which they had gotten in the Land of 
Judah. Ciſlal, an his Wife, and his Chil- 
ren, and-his Rclations, were in the Wag. 
gons, but of Houſchold Stuff had ey none, 
having none to n. ) 9715 ONW 990) 
: PA Cc 2 I) 24 40 A 

AxD when they. were come uuito "the 
Land: of Jſrae!, it was told unto-Batkfbeba, 
Behold the Hebrenite, and his Brethren, and 
his Relatiols are come: And the ordered 
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them to be brought before her, and touted 
them all kindly for Gisbal's Sake. 


Now theſe be the Names of thoſe that 
came down into the Land, even; of thoſe 
that came with G:sbat unto u Land of f. 
dab : 

FOR and | Ladim, os wa; and Le- 
habim $ 

Dedan, with the yellow Hair, and 2 a 
Player upon Wind Inſtruments; | 

Offion, by the Mother, deſcended from 
the Kings of the Iſles, and Fingal; famed for 
the Length of his Talons: With theſe he 
uſed frequently to divert. himſelf, aud the 
Touch of his Nail was as Mufic to his Soul. 
Cimel, revered for his ſecond Sight; Me- 
ſbesb, known by his broad Sword and Tar- 
get; | | | 
Gomer, who cat Oats Itke an Horſe, and 
Racab of Spirit that could brook no Equal; 

Baal, ſhort in Stature: In his Counte- 
nance. hard- featured and ſwarthy. He was 
the Offspring of an unlawful Pafſion, hav- 
ing been begot by a Satyr on a Sorcerets, in 
the Mountains of Hebron; | 


Tulal 


(12 ] 
Tabal alſo and Cuſb, and Seba and Havilau; 
And Erecbh noted for his high Check Bones, 
and Nimrod, a mighty Hunter as, the 
wild Woods of Hebron; | 
Bail, famous for his cloven'T ongue, Re- 
ſen. who went clad in a Garment of divers 
Colours; oH 
Hadoran and Dikiab, and Nai and Ola; 
Geber, of Temper that thought Nothing, 
mean, and Jacktan, patient of any Affronts. 
In the-whale Land as tliere none like unto 
Jocttan far Meckueſs, where the Intereſtsof 
- the Family had any Concern 
Heib, whoſe Skin vas ſpotted like a Liz- 
dat; and Eber, of Poſteriors that Ad 
* Uſe of Breeches 
Amram, whoſe Pores emitted a qoacith 
PEW 3 and Zimri, the Cacus of the North; 


TRESsE, with their Wives and their Chil- 
dren, came down into the Land of Judal, 
but of Stuff or of Cattle brought{they: with 
them Nought. In Threefeore and Ten 

Waggons came they down; and were pliced 
by Bathſbeba in the Country of Geben. And 
their Dwelling was from Meſta, as thou go- 


C2 eſt 


1 2 * 
* 


— — —— — — 


* = * . , '} . . . 
8 19 11 (13 TL 700 23 "8 { g * 4 + 117 4 


213 


11120] 


; eft unto Sephar, a Mount of the North; 
from Gilgal, even unto the City of Ca. Ac- 
cording to their Familiks, and their Tongues 


and their Nations, were they placed; but 


- Gizbal was retained: about her own Perſon, 
. Where: he waxed mighty in Strength and in 


Honour, and grew every Day more in Fa- 


vour in . yn of W BIOTIC! 


J 4 24013 “ Wund 


WO ur the * Tine, ae the Hit- 


een bad fat upon the! Fhröne of his 
Anceſtors for many Years, ſlept, and was ga- 


thered unto his Fore-fathers; and through- 


- out all 1/rdel waz a great Mourning for him 
during many Months; for he gaverned the 


Kingdom of Judah ſeyeral-Years; according 


tothe Rules of Truth and Uprightneſs, and 


the. Iſtaeliles lamented him ara gombion 
Father. 


T 


81 SBAL alone and Bathfbeba 6. 


4 not, for the, Day of his Death was unto 
them as a Day, of Triumph: They even 
ſang them Songs, of Joy and-Deliyerance, 


and fitted the ſame unto the Sounds of mu- 
ical Inſtruments. Gitbal ſang firſt; thus ac- 
companying 


1439 
companying his Song with the pleaſing 
Voice of the ;Soul-luiling: Bag- pipe. On 
his Right was placed Bat hſbeba, and all the 
Chiefs of the Bebrovites ſiood before ee; 


H! joy ful. Day, conan me of "a 
| [when Mind, was * a Stranger to 
wa W as of Happineſs, 0H | 
Lo! the Time now: Pond wherein 
1 ſhailreotce, when my Soul thall drjokeber 
Fill of Power and. Gry, | 
Bear witneſs, ye. Frbrovites,, hen 110 
40 my VO, or they. axel, not then Mos of 
onelight-winded: +0 e 03. old; 
In my Strength mall ye al mett — 
Protection, and, your, gatcty be 3 
Shadow of my Wivgs z i 140n0 H 28: 
Under the Shallow of my, Wings: ſhalt ye 
god Comfort, from, thoſe, who bein ould 
triumph over ye : AK 
And ye ſbalt ſhare my Glorics, De ſhall 
Pits nc the, Children of: 8 OWN 
Mother : FS 
My Dwcllings, ſthall,be your Dwallings 
and ye. fhall all be; Chic ſe, and Rulets; and 


Princes in the Land: 


v { But 


1 24 } 

But Woe unto you, ye Children of Jrach 
Woe unto you that abide. in the 'Fents of 
Judab. INS. 5.265. 3 | 

Long have my Swellings been to you 
ward as the juice of Gall, 175 EVEN as * 
baneful Juices of Hemlock: LE 

In the Days of Zerobabel ye withheld me 
from Honours, ye confined al Power and 
Dignity to yourſelyes: | 

Ve truſted me not with the Management 
of your Armies, nor vere your Treaſures 
committed unto my Charge: 

Ye repreſented me to your Monarch as 
unable to ſerve, 3 as one of no Kecount be- 
n Mn: GE 

He held me in fmall Eee, and be- 
came as Nought in his Sight: 

Vet ſome fr Honours I gained, 1 gained 
them through the n of wy loye- 
ly Bathſheba : 

To her my upright Staff v was of Service, 
and my gigantick Stature found * avour in 
her Eyes: 

Lament then, lament, ye Sons 7 des 
v6 Children of [/ael raiſe We 


Le 


[15] 

Ye ſtrove by Merit to recommend Hour- 
ſelves to your King: Ye filled his Pais with 
good Counſel, and your Words were unte 
him as the Words of Underſtanding : 

Ye carried his Arms to Glory, and your 
Proweſs was ſhown under his Banners : 
But Lill none of theſe Things, my Mind 
ſhall be turned unto mine own Glory: 

On my Staff and my Size will I look for 
Defence, and Love and Ambition thall 
crown all my Actions: | | 

Then ſhall ye fee me with Diſmay 5 


your Hearts, then ſhall . Wee fink 
before me: 


Ye ſhall Sh thn as Duft before the 
Wind, even as the Cedar on the cold Tops 
of Hebron, before the Northern Elaſt. 


Tuvus ſang. Gisbal, the Hebranite, and in 
Strains of Joy thus Bathfbeba replicd : 


Y Love ſhall be as the Roc on the. 
Mountains, like the w ud Goat, Unit 
knoweth no Ruler: 
He ſhall command and Nen wall Ar "Tate 
way obey, they 11:21! rents e At the Nod © Ot 
Cistal, the Lord of Hælren: 


His 


"36 } 

His Horn ſhall, * exalted above thoſe of 
the Iraelites, the Sons of aut fall bow 
before, him 

They ſhall as at ls 3 
and Honour, Riches, and Power ſhall tarry 
his Coming: 1 

At the Coming ol hs Fry ofi U Hebron 
9 ſhall rejoice, and none other ſhall bear 
Rule but him: 

Haſte then, ye Iraclites to, pay ome 
at his Shrine, for as. my Soul leib ve mall 
be as Nought in my Sighgt t: 
Long enough have I borne; with your 
Malice, long has my e- haves thy 
Mockery'of your Tongues : | | 

I deſpiſe your Rage; and your Reſet 
ments are all as Chaff before me: | 

For who am l, that I ſhould be controul- 
ed by your Counſel ; that ] thould liften to 
Advice, and be one Moment with-held from 
the Deſires of mine own, Heart 
Am not 1 Bathſbela, the Hittite, and ate 
ye not all born to live by the Smiles of my 
. ? 

If I turn away my Face, ye are afraid, 
and ye exift but at my Pleaſure: | 
" pcs rater © 


- 
«© * 
— 


t7 ] 
Avaunt then, 4 baſe- horn ¶ſraelites, 8 
[ trample ye as the PDuſt beneath my Feet: 
For my Love ſhall, bear rule over every 
Thing, and his Voice ſhall be as the Voice of 
Thunder : 
gut do you, ye Nymphs of Hebron, re- 
joice, prepare vor. choiceft IRS for {max 
Love : ht eng) if 
Prepare your 3 of Praiſe, * Jet 
your Stories record his Honours, : | 


For on your Hills ſhall us — be 


. 


— 

Jour Sons ods bone 83 thall Save 
his Bleflingy, . while. the. "JANE" ſhall ſerve 
but to ſwell his. Glory: CT © vita 

They hall, ſerve as dais of: Water 
* Hewers of Wood, and their Subflance 
Thall be all conſigned to your Uſes: +, 


For I Bathfbeba, the Hittite, have ſaid it, 
and from my Words there is no . 


SHE ſpoke, and ſtraightway her Will » was 
accompliſhed, the Sons of Hebron ruled 
throughout the Land., In the Flects of Sa- 
lem, in her Armies; theirs were t the chief Ho- 


la; Þ nours, 
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nours, and the [Iſraelites became Drawers of 
Water and Hewers of Wood; while Gib 
fat at the Head of her Council, and Nought 
was regarded but the Words of * Mouth. 
Tus ſwayed Gizbel the Fironite, 2nd 
his Power and Authority were known thro! 
all the Land : From him alone deſcended 
Honour and Riches, and his Smiles were as 
the Dew of Haden. But yet Uneafineſs 
dwelt at his Heart, and his Mind knew not 
perfect Peace; for in the King's Council fin 
remained Hiſpai the Archite, who had been 
the Servant of Zerobabel, and of his Son aſter 
him ; and "H»ſhus was à wiſe Counſellour, 
truſty in Deeds, and mighty in Words. By 
his Advice the Philiſtinet had often - been 
ſmitten with great Slaughter, and the y 
Borders of Egypt trembled at his Name : 
From Dan even to Brerſheba ſmote he them. 
and they durſt not abide the Terrours of tis 
Wrath. 


, . ug , 
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Tur « Bribniſ of theſe Deeds made * G 
bal ſad; his COuntenanct waxed pale at the 


Thoughts of Huſbai: He became as one 
naked + whoſe 


Cnc 
whoſe Heart was heavy laden with Sorrow, 
hib Brow was that of a Man worn out with 
Afflictions; he fafted, and anointed himſelf 
not, neither changed he his Apparel; he 
went in, and lay all Night upon the Eartli, 
and refuſed to take any Comfort. The El- 
ders of his Houſe aroſe and went to him, to 
raiſe him up from the Earth, but he woukl 
not, neither did he eat Bread with them. 


Ax behold one went and told theſe Ti- 
dings to Bathſbeba, ſaying, O !- Princeſs, live 
For ever: Lo the Chief ef the Hebronites, 
our Glory, our Protection, refuſeth to take 
Comfort, and his Heart is ſore ſmitten with 
the Rod of Affliction; on the Ground he li- 
eth, nor will he be raifed up; ke refuſeth to 
eat Bread, and his Ears are deaf to the Voice 
of Entreaty; the Elders of his Houſe adviſe 
im in ain; he lifteneth not unto their 
Words, neither careth he in the leaſt for 
their Counſel, Hie thee, then, generous 
Printeſs, to his Relief, and by thy Nos 
- revire . ere iris 


ö Hs 


[20 3 
H faid; and ſtraightway Barhſbeba ſet 
forth: She made no Reply, but haſtened to 
his Aſſiſtance. Swift as the Mountain Roe 
ſhe haſted, and her Steps were as thoſe of 
the Hare, when purſued by the nimble Hun- 
ter; when over Hill and Dale the maketh 
her way, and leaveth not the Pine of or 
Feet in the *. 
Tavs W Bat hſbeba to her beloved 
_Gisbal, to the Lord of her Heart, beyond 
. whom the knew no Gomfort> She found 
dim lying upon the Ground, his Beard un- 


ſhaven, and his Apparel the Apparel of vim 
that . by 


0 | - G1 BAL, Chief of the Hhehronites, ſhe 
aid, thou, in whom alone my Soul reſteth. 
Why art thou thus fallen? Why is thy Body 
waſted by long Faſting? Has any one of the 
Hraelites dared to offend my Love? Has 
their 1 impious Breath betn raiſed againſt his 
Honour ? Tell me, that, in- my Ire, I may 
cruſh them; that, in the Over-tlowings . of 
my Wrath, I may bear them down. Or has 
my Love any Honour yet further to aſk? 
Any 


[2+] 

Any Boon that Bathſhe3a can yet procure 
thee ? Onithe Wings of the Wind ſhall thy 
Deſires be borne, and my Speed mall ex- 
ceed that of the ſwift- flying Eagle. 


Sk ſpoke, and Gifbal lifted up his Head, 
at the Sound of her Voice he felt Com- 
fort: O! Princeſs, he replied, thy Words 
move me, they dart new Vigour into my 
Soul. Vet what availeth it to live? Why 
ſhould I ſeek to prolong my Days? Are not 
my Years ſpent in Diſhonour, and my Life 
as that af one who goeth down to the Grave? 
Huſbai, the Archite, obſcureth me with his 
Glory; his Luſtre is as the Splendour of 
Diamonds: Wherever the Sun ſhineth, from 
the utmoſt Borders of Horeb, even untò the 
Red Sea, ſo far his Actions are known, and 
Men ſpeak of his Praiſe. But of me, who 
fayeth any-thing ? ? Who talketh of the Ex- 
| ploits performed by my Counſel ? They are 
no more than the Deeds of one_who has 
been long forgotten, yea I am numbered as 
it were among the very dead. Ceaſe then, 
gentle Princeſs, to mourn my Fate; let the 
Lot of Gib no longer claim any Portion 

of 
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of thy Sorrow. While Huſbai the Archie 


holdeth'the Reins of Government, my Soul 
can know no Comfort, nor will there remain 
any Portion for Giſbal in the Land of Ham. 


S0 ſpake the Chief, and reclined his 
drooping Head once more on the Ground; 


his mighty Limbs were levelled in the Duft. 


He groaned as one in Agony, and the Voice 
of his Howling was heard afar off. 2 


| BaTHSHBBA ſurveyed his profirate State 


with Compaſſion, her Looks ſpoke the Tu- 
mult in her Boſom: For a while the hung 
mourning over him, bede wing his brawny 


Cheeks with her Tears. At length ſhe 
broke Silence, and thus gave Vent to * 
Sorrows of her Ereaſt. | 


Son of an the Delight of my Heart | 


Thou on whoſe Happineſs are ſounded all 


the Joys of my Life! Why mourneth thy 


Heart fo heavily ? And wherefore is thy 
Soul diſquieted within thee ? Behold, are 
Not the Riches of mine Houſe thine? And 


have I not put all Things into thine Hand ? 
If 
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If Huſßbai, the Arebite, vet beareth Rule in 
the King's Councils, have not his Services 
merited that Honour? And is he not every 
Day crowning us with new Glories ?- Tet. 
if his Merit obſcure thine, if the Fame of 
his Doings over-ſhadow thy Luftre, worthy 
as he is, he ſhall no longer be known among 
us, he ' ſhall become: as one of the meaneſt 
among the People. Though arduous the 
Taſk, my Hand ſhall overturn nir and his 
* ſhall IE moro. 


ellis aid, mall auh "I aback Treſſes 
wiped away the Tears; with Aocents. mild 
the ehaced away Sorraw from his Heart: 
He /atoſc-as! one: refreſhed with! Wine, as 2 
Giant prepared to run his Courſe j he gat 
him off the Earth, and was ſhaven; he put 
bim on cleanly Apparel; he took Bread and 
eat it, And drank. of the No of ws 1 ine. 


Now whoa — Was came, 50 the 
Sun had hid him behind the Weſtern Maun- 
tains, Bathſheba, mindful of the Aſtaixs of 
Gisbal, haftencd to the Palace where Feasb 
reſted; The Watchmen deſeried her from 

afar, 
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afar, and the brazen; Portals were immedi- 
ately;thrown wide open to her: The King 
alſo knew the Sound of her Chariot:; he diſ- 
tinguiſhed the Rattling of her Chariot- 
Wheels: He met her, at the Entrance of his 
'Tent, and ul with Wil e aps 1 


Pe * 
* 511 — 


5 W. e. to ** eee in 


whoſe Womb I was nouriſhed during-many 


Months. Is there ought that my Power'cart 
yet do for thee ? Ought that thou wouldeſt 
have called thine? Speak, and it ſhall 
ſtraigltway be granted; let me know thy 
With, and it ſhall be ſatisſied: Vea evemun- 
to the Half of my Kingdom ſhall it be ſa- 
tified, let thy Son _ know) the _ "of 
GH ) 214 aut on E£318qP1q zn 


Hz alles; and' with * of Tendernef 
gazed upon her; of Tendernefs made np'of 
Love and filial Reſpect: For in all Trae] was 
there not a better Son than'Fok5b, Hor hat a 
more grateful e ever r exiſted in the 
Land of Hem. N e „ett 
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'WELL-PLEASED Bathsheba beheld bib 
vielding Countenance, and with Tranſport 
eyed the grateful Purpoſe of his Heart. En- 
couraged by his Looks, ſhe thus beſpoke 
him, and in Accents mild preferred the 
Words of her Suit. x 


EY Son, Kaen thou not Cisbal the He- 
bromte © Remembereſt thou not his Cares of 
thee of old? When as yet thy tender Years 
knew not the Difference between Good and 
Evil, When thy Mind was ſcarcely weaned 
ſrom the Cradle. It was he that trained thee 
up to Vartue, it was his Inſtructions that 
taught ther: to thirſt after Fame. Lo! For 
him I now come a Suitour, for him I now 
lay myſelf proftrate at thy Feet : His Ad- 
xancement is the Purpoſe of my Coming, 
and the Cauſe of this Viſit the Rewards that 
are his Due. As yet but ſparingly hath he 
taſied of chy Favours, [and the. Honours bi- 
therto conferred upon him are but- ſmall: 
For while. Husbai rulet hjinthe'King's Caun- 
eils, who is there of any Account but him? 
And what Luftre is there compared with the 
e ndour of his Brows ? Even thine own 

E Perſon 
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Perſon ſuſſereth Diminution by his Honours, 
and verily the Crown reſteth as it were upon 
his Head. | 

80 ſpake Batbteba unto. Jeesh King of 
Judab, miſleading his Heart with glozing 
Specch ; for well he knew that in Husha; 
there was no Guile, and that his Diddem 


had but ſhone the brighter for the Strength 


of his Counſels : He knew alſo that in Gisbal 
there was little Worth; that his Thoughts 


were not ſo well turned towards Govern- 
ment: That it was from Jebolada the Benja- 


mite he had firft learned Wiſdom, and that it 
was he who taught his _—_ to ſeck Un- 
ET Wes | 


* NEVERTHELESS, for his Word's Sake; 
he diſmifled Husbai from his Councils; he 
diſmiffed him from his Councils; but it was 


with Honour: And there was great Mur- 
muring throughout all Iſrael, for they look- 


ed upon Hus hai as their Buckler and Shield. 


Vr there were not wanting ſome among 
them to reproach him, even ſome of the 
Sons 
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'Sons of Belial, employed by Gi bal the He- 
Zronite: Theſe repreſented his Honours as 4 
Bribe, as a Bribe for deſerting the Intereſts 
of Judab. 


Bor the Ihachres thought better of him; 
They remembered his Counſcls in Days of 
Yore ; when the Phil;ines were e'en hard at 
their Gates, and there was no one who durſt 
oppoſe them: then ſtood up Husbai tlic A- 
cite, and by his Counſels recovered their 
Spoils again from the Enemy; ; he recovered 
their Spots from the Enemy, and fmote 
them even in their fenced 'Fowns : Jop a 
and Gaza, and Calab took he, with Sdon on 
the Sea Side, and Haran, as thou goeſt unto 
the Country of the Moalites: Edom alſo and 
Nineveb, and Ziglag, and Asbtaroth, with 
Capbtarim on the Dead Sea, and Rehoboth on 
the Borders of the Wilderneſs : All theſe 
Towns tock he, and raſed, or gave to be in- 
-habited by the Children af Hrael; he raſcd 
them with their Walls and Towers, and left 
mot their Bulwarks ſtanding: Yea cven in 
the Iſles of the Sea were they not ſecure, in- 
dormueh: that the Name of the Philiſtines was 
| E 2 no 
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no longer heard, but with Deriſion, in the 
Land. 


Tus E Things remembered the I/raelites 
well, and would not be broug ht to think 
Evil of him: They conſidered his Out-Go- 
ings and his Comings-in, and no F ault had 
they to lay to his Charge. 


Bur yet Gishal the Son of Hebron pre- 
vailed, and he waxcd mightier and mightier 
every Day: The Hebronites rejoiced in his 
Protection, and they multiplied under the 
Shadow of his Wings. Day by Day grew 
they in Power, till the Multitude of them 
over-ran the Land ; They devoured up the 
Fruits of the Earth like Locuſts, and the 
Number of them was more than the Sand of 
the Sea. ' (1 


Yer, by their Help, did Gishal nothing 
marvellous, he performed no Wonders a- 
gainſt the Enemies of the Land: He even 
ſuffered them to gather Strength, and they 
threatened once more to inſult their Coafts; 
on the Borders of the Ocean were their 

Troops 
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Troops gathered, and their Navies grew. 
powerful in their Harbours: They even 
dared to ſcour the Seas, and appear yet once 


again abroad upon the Billowvs. 


| Is all this Time Gighal gave up * 
Pride, and cared him not for theſe Doings:. 
He even joined, in oppreſſing the Children 
of Iſrael, and by his Management Corn and 
Wine and Oil grew dear among them... One 
fifth Part of all their Subſtance did they pay 
unto the King, and much befides of their 
Wealth was carried into the King's Coffers: 
Yet murmured they not thereat, nor repined 
at theſe Doings ; for greatly loved they the 
Royal Houſchold, and revered above all 
their King Foash : They had ſtood up for 
his Family in perilous Times, even when 
Reboboam and the Hebronites would haye rent 
the Kingdom from them, 


Nzv ERTHELESS could 95 not help ſor⸗ | 
rowing in their Hearts, to behold their 
Treafures- waſted, and the Strength of the 
Enemy ſuffered to increaſe. I hey laments 
ed to ſee their Sons and their Daughters laid 

aſide, 
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aſide to make Room for the Hebronites, and 


cheir rr evil treated for their Sakes. | 


. 


Now fo it fell, that in the King's Houſe- 


hold {till remained a Man who had ſerved 


the Kings of Ifracl for Years, with Upright- 
neſs: Fa their Service was he grown hoary, 
and the Honours of old Age fat venerable 


on his Brow. Full forty Years and upwards 


had he ſerved them with Integrity, and tlie 
Force of Gold had no Power over his Heart ; 
though truſted with the Care of the King's 
Coffers, withIntegrity had he diſcharged the 
Office, and his own W ealth knew no In- 


_ creaſe : He even ſpent the little he had up- 


on them, yea he ſpent the Inheritance left 
him by his Fore-fathers ; nor reſerved he 
ought unto himfelf, befides the Power of ap- 
pointing the King's Servapts. In this he 
ſhewed himſelf wiſe, he ſhewed himſelf faith- 


ful to the King his Maſter ; for he gat none 


round him but ſuch as had approved them- 
ſelyes truſty, none but ſuch as he knew true 
to the Intereſts of the Houſe of Joasb: As 
for the Hebronites and the Perizzites, he kept 
them at a Diſtance, the Amalekites alſo, with 
| all 
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all thoſe that inhabited to the North of J 
dan. He remembered their frequent” Ro- 
bellions againſt rail, and how they eleaved 
unto Reboboam in the Days of Trouble hę 
knew alſo their ſtubborn Spirit, and that 
they were a peryerſe and ſtiff- necked Gene- 
ration: For theſe Reaſons kept he them at 
2 Diſtance, nor ſuffered them to — { Rule 
en 1 01 49410; 8H ein 

beben the Time was now come; 
when all his Services were to be imputed to 
him as Diſhonour: When his Integrity was 
no more to be remembered, and his Up- 
rightneſs was to be blotted entirely out of 
Sight. For Gisbal and the Hebronites had 
long ſought his Deſttuction, and the Phial 
of their Wrath was now e to be Epouted 
out upon him nt 1 

Var how to go about it they knew not; 
They knew his Power and Intereſt in Iſrael. 
They knew alſo his Services to the Houſe of 
Joasb, and the King's Goodneſs towards all 
that deſerved it. At the Thoughts "there- 
fore of theſe Things Gisbal waxed afraid, 
CL the 
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the Blood once more forſook his lifeleſs 


Checks z. his Brow became-:clouded with 
Sorrow, and the 4 pe Ins eig 
OY His Mind. TENG 
SH Une aro a110ddiott 1 ih OHSS v2! 
nds a, with rief noted the ode 
ing Change in his Countenance; 1 ſoon her 
Ey perceived the Wound that rankſed in 
his Heart. Impatient to relieve lis Sor- 
rows, the thus addreſſed him; and, with 
Entreaties bland, ener unto: nw" Ma- 
eee % 20061192 2H ln 104 
| rien RT 20 te. 
War new Cauſe of Grief thus aflics 
1 Gisbal! What freth Mark of Diſcon- 
tent again ſits upon his Brow ? Lo! is not 
che Mealth of all the Land thine? And the 
Children of 1/rael have I not placed them all 
beneath thee ? When thou toldeſt me that 
thou longedſt for the Badge of the Houſe of 
Jogi, dich not I procure it thee? Was not 
mine own Son laid afide for thy Sake? Was 
not Husbai, the Archite, diſmiſſed for thee 
from the King's Councils? And mal any 
h Suinſay what thou. * 25 
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Tuvs ſought Bathsbeba to ſooth the Ma: 
lady of his Soul, and in broken Strains thus , 
G1sbal replied. 


An! What avails. it, that I am decked 
with the Badge of the Houſe of Foash, or 
that thine own Son has- been laid afide for 
my Sake? Are not theſe empty Honours ? 
And can my Hebronites live by the Splen- 
dour of the Sar that glittereth? Behold } 
Are they not hungry as Wolves ? Rapacious 
as the ſavage Tiger when with-hel I from 
Food.? Numeraus as the Fowls of the Air? 
And their Country barren as the Deſerts oë 
the Wilderneſs? How then can I hear their 
Cries to me for Nouriſhment ? How can 1 
bear the Plaints of the Children of mins 
own Bowels ?. Already have I filled the Ar- 
mies of Foash with their Tribes, and the Lift 
of his Forces teemeth. with their Names 
Yet. till, they call unto me for Nouriſh- 
ment, the Voice of their crying is yet freſh 
in mine Ears. | While -Mordecai, the Jeu, 
therefore ſitteth at the King's Gate, how 
can I be ſatisfied, how can my Soul Kkiow 
Comfort within me? For is not the Charge 
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of the King's Coffers his? And all the Places 


in the Land are they not at his Diſpoſal ? 
Does he not fill them up with his own Bre- 
thren, while my Hebronites are kept at an 
awful Diſtance? Yea, we are loathſome as 
Toads in his Sight, and our very Name as it 
were ſtinketh before him. 


TALK not then to me any more of Com- 
fort, for while there 1s one greater than my- 
ſelf, how can I be ſatisfied ? While Mordecai 
the Few yet ſitteth at the King's Gate, how 


can my Soul take Pleaſure, or any Peace 
dwell in the Heart of Grsbal 2 | 


O ! Glambella, Glumbella, Daughter of E- 
rebus and of Night ; thou whoſe Power has 
been known ſo often to ſtop the Sun in his 
Courſe, and to make the Moon weep Blood 
on the Hills cf Hebron; — Who haſt bad the 
Whirlwind rage at thy Command, and by 
thy Sorcery raiſed the Dead from the filent 
Grave; — Thou whoſe Wand has been ſeen 
to dart through the Air, ſwifter than a Star 
mot from the ſpangled Heavens in a froſty 
Night; or to ſkim over the mantled Pool 

» fleeter 
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fleeter than the Swallow, when he ſeeketh 
his Food on the Surface of the Waters ; — 
O! wherefore, wherefore, haſt thou deceiv- 
ed me thus? Why was the Fame of thy Ma- 
gick employed againſt the unſuſpecting 
Heart of Gisbal? Didſt thou not tell my Mo- 
ther, while I was yet an Infant in the Cra- 

dle, ere my Boſom knew the ſlighteſt Im- 
preſſions of Reaſon? Didſt thou not tell her, 
that I was born to bear Sway in Jrael, and 
that there ſhould be none greater than me 
in the Land of Ham? Lo! I have followed 
thy Counſel in every Thing; I have haſted 
to quit the barren Hills of Hebron: I have 
not ſet my Mind after Knowledge, nor hath 
mine Heart ſought to know Underſtanding. 
On my Staff alone have I depended for Sup» 
port; on that magick Wand preſented me 
at my Birth. Yet bear I not ſole Rule in 


Vrael, and there is one ſtill greater than me 
in the Land of Ham. 


He faid, and, in his Rage, threw himſelf 
on the Ground: In the Violence of his 
Wrath, his mighty Limbs were again laid 
level with the Duſt : The Earth reſounded 
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with his Fall, and the infernal Abodes them- 
ſclxes trembled at the Shock. - So falls the 
broken, Rock from the Mountains of He- 
bron, when looſened, by the Hands of unre- 
lenting Time: So falls the wild Ath on the 
Summits of Gilgat, againſt whoſe 'Trunk an 
hundred Axes have ſpent their Force. 


Tus ſell Gislal, the Hebremte: Thus, in 
the Agony of his Soul, he continued to rave. 
For twice twenty-four Hours raved he with. 
out ceaſing, aud his Diſtraction knew no 
Reſpite: The He:ronites aſſembled all in Sor- 
Xow around him; in diſmal Yellings blub- 
bered they forth chair Cries : They looked 
upon the Days of his Glory as now over; 
they counted him as one already numbered 
with the Dead. From Pole to Pole the 


Sound of their Lamcatationls flew, and far- 
theft Thule re- echoed with the Noiſe. 


MEANWIILI Batbsheba repaired to the 
Palace of - Foash, and threw Herſelf at his 
Feet in an Agony of Diftreſs. She repre- 
ſented to him, in'piteous Guiſe, the forlorn 


State of Gil, and befought the King's Fa- 
g YOUT 
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Four to ſooth his Woes : Foash ſhrunk Pack 
with Horrour at the Petition; he ſhuddered 
with Fear at the Words of her Requeſt: He 
called to Mind the Love of Mordecat towards 
his Family, his many Services to himſelf 
and his Fathers before him. At their Re- 
memberance, the Blood mounted into his 
beauteous Cheeks, and with Eyes darting 
Fire, thus the Royal Youth began: 


Wu uv ſeek ye again to lay Snares for mine 
Honour? Why muſt the Days of my Life 
be diſquieted on your Account ? Havel not 
granted ye Wealth, and Dignity andPower? 
And, behold, ye are not ſatisfied with theſe } 
When Gichal firſt appeared in Judab, when 
his Perſon was firſt ſeen in the Land, ſmall 
was the Wealth he poſſeſſed, and the Honouts 
he had attained in Number few: yea his 
very Name, till that Time, was not known 
among us, and amidſt all the Rulers of rae! 
was there none of leſs Account. Yet now! 
Have raiſed him to Dignity and Power, now 
- the Riches of his Houſe have known ſuch 
large Increaſe, ye continually teaze me with 
new Cravings, and my Soul knoweth no 


Reſt 
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Reſt thro*,your Means. By your Artifices 
was Hushai the Archite driven from my Coun- 
cils, tho“ in hisZeal for me he had performed 
ſuch mighty things. Lo ! now again yewould 
deprive 1 me of the Afliſtance of Merdecai, than 
in 1ſrael.. Shall not theſe Things diſpleaſe 
my People? And will not the whole Land 
be filled with their Murmurings ? W ill they 
nat have Reaſon to complain of the Pro- 
ceedings of Joasb, and may not the Love of 
my Wroelites be thereby alienated from me ? 


— 


Yet, in the Days of Peril, will your Hebron- 

ites ſtand by me? When the Philiſtines come 
upon me, ſhall I find Safety in their Arms? 
Are they not all attached to the Houſe of 
 Reboboam ? And, young as I am, do not 1 
myſelf remember, when they roſe up as it 
were one Man, for him ? 


H faid; and, turning haſtily from her, 
for that Time was a Frown firſt ſeen to de- 
form his lovely Brow-: But Batbsheba hung 
weeping upon his Robe, and entreated him 
to have Pity upon Gisbal for her Sake. Foash 
was not uſed to view her in that Poſture, 
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his youthful Heart relented at her Tears ; 

He raiſed her from the Ground, and tender- 

ly embraced her; but ſtill bad her remem- 

ber the Safety and Honour of his Houſe. 
Would ye (ſays he) by your Entreaties wreſt 

the Crown from me? Or thall I take it off 
mine own Head, to place it on the unwor- 
thy Scalp of Gisbal? If my Vraclites are diſ- 

pleaſed, what Reward can make me ſuffici- 

ent Recompence for the Loſs af their Love? 
And, ſhould they withdraw their Affiſtance, 
ſhall I find Reſources in the barren Hills of 
Hebron? Will her needy Sons enable me 

to pay my Armies, or her naked Fields yield 

Subſiſtence to my numerous Troops ? Con- 

ſider well theſe Things; and, while you ſeek 

to prefer Gisbal, let it not be at the Expence 
of mine Honour, and my People's Love. 


So ſpake the Prince, as one who loved his 
People, as one who placed his chief Happi- 
neſs in the Homage of their Hearts: But 
Batbsbeba ſtill prefled him with her Entrea- 
ties, ſtill urged him to comply with the 
Words of her Suit; ſhe perſuaded him that 
Mordeca! was now grown old; that his Soul 
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no longer thirſted aſter Honours. That he 
would joyfully reſign the Charge of the 
King's Coffers to whomſoever he pleaſed, 
more eſpecially if rewarded with ſome vo- 
luntary Token of his Royal Maſter's Favour. 
Thus ſhe prevailed on the generous Heart of 
Foash to grant what the aſked, and Mordecai 
was ſtraightway driven from the King's Gate. 
The Rewards that were offered him he 
ſpurned; and, when he was thought no 
longer worthy to ſerve, would no longer re- 
ceive the Wages of Service. He remem- 
bered beſides, how, in the Caſe of Hushal, 
the Arcbite, it had been imputed to him as 
Guile, and the Rewards of his Labour miſ- 
called a Bribe for his deferting the Intereſts 
of Judab. For theſe Reaſons would he none 
of them, but contented himſelf with the Teſ- 
timony of his own Heart : In that he found 
more Comfort than in Thouſands of Gold 
and Silver, and his greateſt Pride was, that 
he had ſerved the Houſe of Joash for m_— . 
Years faithfully without Reward; 


Av p now were the Deſigns of Gita! com- 
nn; and the Hebronites prevailed where- 
| ever 
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ever they went: In all Parts of the King- 
dom of Iſrael were they ſcattered, and their 
Croaking was heard even in the King' sCham- 
bers. Alſo, inftead of the pure, Ijraclitifb 
Language, nothing but the broad Hebronitish 
now refounded throughout the Land,; a nd 
this begat great Murmurings in 7adab, and 
Fear and Diſeontent and Jealouſies now 
reigned through all her Tribes. Neverthe- 
lèſs there were not wanting ſome who ſought 
to perſuade the People that theſe Things were 
right; and there aroſe, up falſe Prophets in 
Abundance, long-cared Auditours, and Va- 
elites not having the Fear of God before 
their Eyes: Theſe, in Conjunction with the 
reſt of their Brethren, all Men of Belial, 
ſought to perſuade the People, that it was for 
the Good of the Kingdom that all theſe 
Things ſhould be done; — That there was 
no Knowledge left in the Children of 1/rael, 
no Protection for them againſt the Philifines 
but in the Wiſdom and Valour of the He- 
Bronites. They ſought moreoy er to perſuade 
them that their Nobles were degenerated, 
their Sons become effeminate, their Coffers, 
empty. and chat there Was a Neceſlity for a 

OE ſpectly, 
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pep dhe, mighty Performances of 
Hushai ds of no Service, and that the King's 


Trevfres had been ſquandered by Mordecai 
in vain, Doings. Ya continued they their 
Impoſts upon 1 Children of Vrael, and laid 
new Duties upon. tneir Goods they added 
Two Farthings on. every Meaſure of Wine, and 


even the Light of Heaven became dearer ta 


them. | 


* us fared it with the Children of Iſrael 
ſor their own Sins, and the Sins of their 
Foreſathers; and the Lord viſited, them 
with a ſcvere Scourge, and his Wrath was 
kindle dy ſore againſt them for ſeveral 
Montlis. Nevertheleſs prayed they without 
crating, that he would pleaſe to remove this 
Viſitation from his People, and take Pity up- 
on his beloved Children, for his Name'sSake; 


that he woutd incline his Hcart to hear their 


Prayers, and banith alle evil Counſellours out 

of the Land, And the Lord Fepented him 

of the Evil that he. had done 1 unto Sion, and | 

he took 'Compathon once more upon his 
. Amd he directed one to tell their 
5 Grievances 
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Grievances unta naa, and Araightway were 


all evil Counſellours removed out of the 
Land. And the Phil;ftines heard thereof, 


and became ſore afraid, and they ſucd 1 unto, 


the Iſraelites to be made their Servants. And 
the King waxed mighty in Wealth and in 
Power, and there was none like unto him 
amongſt all the Kings that had gone before 
him. e 


- . * 
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So ſang, Man the Son of Fingal, accom- 
panying his Song with the Sound of the 
Harp; he Was nat that Qffian who had come 
into the Land in the Days of Zerobabe!, but 
a true [ſfraelite, in whom dwelled no Guile. 
He loved his King and his Country well, 
and his Family had always been ſtedfaſt Ad- 
herents to the Houſe of Foaſh ; nor, when- 
ever wanted, ſhall his Son's Sword be tardy 
in their Service, or his Pen not be employed 
to promote their Honour : Like his Father 
only he diſliketh the Hedponiths, with all them 
that ſeek not to da Good in the Land. For 
theſe Reaſons publiſhed he theſe Fragments, 
as a Warning to Tſracl, and his Children af- 
ter him. Let not any One, therefore, ſay 

that 
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that he is lighit- minded, or that he goęth a- 


bout to ſow Sedition in the Land, With. 2 
pure Heart and undefiled Hands hath he 
done it, and he carcth not what the U ngod- 5 
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